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Guelbay, Vdober 10. 1692. 


A Short View of that Valuable Piece The Ediét of Nantes 
[ or French Wook of Wartyrs, | juft now Publifhe 
will no doubt be very welcome to {uch as would have an 
Idea of a Book that has made fo great a Noife beyond 
Seas, and bas born a Second Impreffion in Holland in a 
few Weeks : Her Majetties Royal Licente for the Print- 
ing of it, and the Expectations of fo many great Perlons 
as have defired it in our own Language, with other Ad- 
vantiges which attend it, will not a little recommend it to 
the Age. As for the Author, bis Preface ( which the Work 
very well an(wers ) does yet promife fairer things, as bis 
Corre(pondence for the carrying on fo great a Work, extend- 
ing to {uch daftant places, bis Acces to {9 many Publick 
and Private Libraries, bis Ajfiftances by Manutcripts 
and Colle@ions, e(vecially thofe of the Learned and Ingeni- 
ous Mounfieur Tellereau, and the Memoirs he left at bis 
Deuh, wish o:her Helps, which will beft appear in the 
Work it felf, of which you'll find a fhort Specimen in the 
following Abjtrads. 


ms He Defign of the Book is to tranfmit to Pofteri- 
ty a MEMORIAL of the Ruine of the Reformd 

Churches in France; for tho’ the Lamentations, 

and Sia’s of the Refuzees throughout all Europe, hasina 
ereat Meafure made us teafible of their Sufferings, yet 
chis isnot futheient co preferve it in Memory, fice time 
may calm their Griefs, and infenfibly efface the remem- 
brance of them; whereas the Enemy has not omitted 
to difeuife the Fact, declaring the Ruine of the Prote- 
fants as a Necefflary Politick A@, for being of Factious 
Spirits (as chey accufe them ) who had more than once 
difturbed the State, and endeavour’d to overturn the 
And the Catholicks likewife declare, ex- 


eawad 


heard their Adverfaries fpeak, we cou’d think nothing 
Libamane chee the Catholicks 
fuffer : Their Injutice towards them they call Charity, and a 
Zeatfer their Coaverlion from Heréfie ; aad their Cruelcies 
they fay were only Batherly Chaftifements, to bring 
them trom their Falfe Opinions to efpoufe the true, It 
was very Neceflary theretore to eltablifh chings ta cheir 
trve Light, and co Colleé ina Hijiery all the forrowtul 
Accidents of this Revolution, to the intent that thereby 
adurable and perperuzt Monument might be erected, of 
a Cataltronie worthy co be erernized in all its Circum, 
flances, and therein an Account given of the Beginning, 
Disacton and Extinétion of the Rarimanith in France,tiom 
p. 247, to p 264. (and in many ocher places of this Freach 
Martyroloey ) youl! find fuch unbeard of Crucities exerci- 
fed upon the poor Proseffants chat have no Parallel cz our 
Englilh Book of Martyrs. The whole Work contains an 
Hilorical Account of all the Per{ecutions which in Franc, 
have Befallen thofe Proteftants, who for thefe lait four- 
‘ore and ten Tears have lived in chat Kingdom under the 
Keigns of Heary 3. Henry 4. Lewis 13. and Lewis 14. ail 
which are faichtully excraéted from all the Publick and 
Stcret Memoirs that could poffibly be procured by chac 
Learned and Eminent Divine Mounfieur Bennoit. 

This Author hath in his Difcourfe comprehended the 
time which preceded the coming of Henry 1V. to the 
Crown, for the better apprehending all the following 
Difturbances: As his Chief Defign is about the Edid of 
Nurts, fo he runs over in a few words al] the Evenrs 
which were the Canfe and Foundation of it : And in 
the deginning of the fecond Book he tells us, that the Inte- 
reft of Henry 4. was fo ill Eftablifhed, that the Kingdom 
Was divided into Cabals and Faétions; for altho Hene3. 
had declared him his Succeffor, yet. the Zeal for Religion 
hed drawn all the Catholick Nobility from his Party, 


and had made them refufe to achnsy ede him: They 


Commiftion'd the Duke de Longnille to declare to him, 
thatthe Title of The moft Chriftian King was effential to 
all the Kirgs of France, but incompatible with the Qua- 


lity of Proteffanr. Almoft all the Catholicks who kere 
to his Party, required good Capitulations, and the Re- 
formed were his Hope and his moft certain Friends : ’Tis true, 
that the defire of having a King of their own Religion 
aflured him of their Fidelicy : But they too well knew 
the Inconftancy of the King, to be too Confident thar 
they fhou'd noc be facrificed for Reafons of State, and 
therefore defired to gain the Confidence of the Roman 
Catholicks. Bue however chele joft Diftrufts obliged 
them not to take their Securfey, nor to fuffer themfelves 
to be fold upon good Conditions. The King wavered 4 
long time, and atter a great many uncertain Thoughts he 
determined that the Changing of bis Religion fhou’d be the 
laft Remedy : The diMipation of his Army diffatisfied him, 
and he faw himfelf reduced co great Extremities : And 
even the Reformed, who found he was refolved, and 
that he took great Care not to Difoblige the Catholicks, 
began to be Cold towards him, and to confider whether 
they ought not to choofe another Protefor ; they were 
fenfible he had as much need of their Services, as they had 
of being fupported by him: But he foon put a ftop to 
their Murmurs, alzho’ he cou’d not quite Cure them of 
their Sufpicions. Onthe other fide the Cath licks Zeal 
for their Religion was fo Violent, thar they wou'd give 
Ear to nothing without the Corverfion of the King, which 
they conftantly put to him asa Pretiminary Conditjon. 
Mr. de Sulii inipired him with indifference for the Dil, 
putes of Religion, and made him look upon Controverfies as 
things of {malt importance to Chriftianity. Some Minifters 
of the Reformed which had been Corrupted, agreed in 
his Prefence, that he might have Salvation in the Roman 
Church, But the moft prefling Argument to him, was 
the Impatience he had to be peaceably peffeis'd of the 
Crown: He was weary of the War; The Intreagues of 
the League difquieced him, and all chefe Confiderations 
joined together perplexe his Mind, and made him yie/d 
to Neceffity, which Change of his gave great Diffatistacti- 
ons and Jealoufies to the Reformed; for they apprehend- 
ed chat the fhame of having acquitted them, wou'd make 
their Prefence odious to him, aad chat the Fear of eheir 
Relen:ment and Detpair might make him endeavour to 
deltroy them. And indeed he thought they might re- 
proach him tor the il! return co their Services, and his 
licon!tancy towards them, and he was not miftaken ; for 
they took a great deal of Freedom ia telling him, Thy 
bid lot alt by bis gr atnefs, chat he had abandoned them 
to the immoderare Hatred of the Roman Catholicks, and 
that their Blood which they on all Accounts had been 
ready to offer up for his Service, was not regarded, but 
the way to be raifed co Dignities was to Rebel againft 
tim. This the King fuffer’d, and declared to Duplefis 
that he thou'd never forget his firft and moft render Affe- 
ions, and that one great Realon why he had yielded co » 
the Catholicks, was, that he might be able co help chem. 
Mr. Duplefis feemed to believe this, tor the King had 
carryed it very fair to che Reformed in al! this Intriegue, 
and diflembled his Secret Agreements wiih the League ; and 
called the Dogtors of both Parties together, under pre- 
tence of Dilpuring regularly, cho it was only propofed 
for Form fake ; the Bithops refuled it, under precence 
tnat the Truth oxghe mor to be brought in queftion ; and che 
Catholicks treated the Reformed with very infulting 
Language, calling them Fools and Sots, who nad fuffer- 
ed tuch an Advantage to efcape as they wou'd never 
have again. 

The King was Sacred to this Claufe of his Oath, I wid 
endeavour 10 the utmoft of my Power, to chafe out of my Domi- 
nmions, all that be denounced Hereticks by tie Church z 
The_ Retor were much concern’d at this, and thé 
King to appeafe'them granted them a Brevet, which 
declared that this Article in the Oath regarded not them. 
And the King.co Comfort chem for the unequal Diftri- 
bution of Places, which he gave to’thole that entered 
again inco his Obedience, alledged to the Reformed 
Parable’ of che’ Prodigal)Son,: who was recurned 
to his Father’s Houle ; and that he thew'd the Leaguers 
thofe Favours to Confirm them in their Obedipce. 
Reform 'd perceived the Clergy endeayour’d what wid 

cou 


Ma WI Say 


10 Aig OE alg 


cou'd againft them, and therefore refolved co Unite them- 
felyes more ftriétly, and to Conftitute a Council which 
fhou’d have the Ordering of their Affairs: They divid- 
ed the Kingdom into Ten Provinces, and each Province 
was to fend a Deputy, of which che Council was to 
confit. Their Encmies took this Confederation asa Sign 
of their revolting, and a defigning to fet up a Republick 
in the State, this was alfo very ill interpreted by the 
King ; it was therefore at the Inftances and Importunt- 
ties of this Council that che Edict of Nanis was granted. 
The King was willing to be iusportuned, and durit grane 
nothing ia their Favour, without leeming Co be forced 
to it: He was afraid of enraging the reft of che League, 
and ws very far from the Violent Spirit of the Pope, 
by whom he was conftrained to folicit his Reconciliatior.. 
The King, who wou'd do nothing anworthy of himielf, 
found himfeif much perplext. The Proteftants told him 
’cwas thamelull to profticure the Royal Dignity to the 
Chimerical Power of the Court of Rome ; and ch Moce- 
rate Catholicks cou’d not Confent that the King thou'd 
buy the Good-will of the Pope atthe Price of a Bale 
Aétion, but was rathet for Obliging the Pope to leek 
the King : But the Biggots were of a contrary Mind, and 
two Ecclefiallicks weve chaiged wich the Negotiation at 
Rome. The Cardixal Duperror, who was aot the mott 
faithfull, had the greareft Authority, aod the Cardinal 
D’ Of had only the tecond rank. Tie Pope wou d re- 
m't Nothing of the Concitious which the Spaniards had 
fugee:ted to him, who under the Pretence of Religion 
endeavourd to make him irreconcilable co France : So 
that the two Commiffioners ‘uffcired all the Dilgrace for 
the Crown, and received Reproaches in the Name of 
the King, during che Ceremony of the Abiolution for 
the Crime of Herefie. It may eafily be judged what 
bloody Ralleries the Spaniar.'s a.ace chem ; the Court was 
M@hamed at fo vile a Submillion, and chefe among the Ca- 
holicks which were not of te Cabeliing Faction, were 
very much offeaced at it. 

Tie King continued to amute the Reformed, and altho’ 
their Patience was mot quite woin out, yee they were 
very weary of tuch tedious delays ; and after thus mau- 
ner chey began to Mutiny in their Political Aflembly 
which was neld at Samur, when they had heard chat 
Amicns was furprized by the Spaniards : This Accident 
out the Court in a Contlernation, and the King did not 
1 this Misfortune maintain huntelf with his uiual Great- 

¥. of Miad. The Opinions of the Reformed Council 
weie divided ; fome were of Opinion they ought to 
ferve the King in his Necethty, and forget their own I: 
terefts, to run to the Aflittance of the State ; They uig- 
ed thet they fhou'd Merit very much, by acting to ge- 
neroufly and difinteretied ; and if afrer that the King 
fhou’d refule to acknowledge their Fidelity, all Europe 
wou'd Complain of his Preceedi gs. Others maintain- 
ed chey ought not to hazard tLemleives for a miltaken 
Generofity, that Ex; erience had too well taught then 
that they were to expect nothing fiom their molt fignal 
Services, and that the Catholicks had deceived them too 
long already, and thar whilit cl.e Kirg was in tnis Ex- 
tremity perhaps they might gain a few Promiles, but 2s 
joon as Fortune fhou'd imile upon his Affairs they fhou'd 
be wholly Neglected ; this Opinion was Centirm'd by 
the Kings enccavouring to make a Peace with Spain at 
their Expence, and thar cheir total Deftiuction thou d 
be a Secret Condition of the Treaty. The greateft Num- 
ber of Voices was tor taking chis laft Method of tecur- 
ing themfelves, aud the Catholicks made no fimall Ad- 
ve tere of this preteaded Deiertion 5 however che King 
was not abandon’d by all che Reformed, a great many 
of them were at Amiens when "twas befieged. 

Che Council was not frightened with the Character of a Rebe!li- 
om, as they determined their Deliberations, but appeared as ear- 
nett for ao Ldxt as betore. And the King tinding bis Affairs fume. 
thumg better, reloived co treat the Deputies feat to him trom the 
Coanci!l, with a Menaciag Air, and confeared to the Edict with 
fy mach dificulty, as mace it appear that he was Superiour, and 
praated Tt by a tree Act of his Soverargo Will ; tho‘ the Reform‘d 
was Bot well fatisfied with the Edict, becawfe they found many 
Articles bet ill expauned ; and fome ef the Catholicks prefled them 


co have it verted. 


Our Author, whe bas made this Edict of Nants to be the chief : 


Subyxt in his Book, has noc omitted fo give 

en prove, that it was juft and bed ard» ~ — roe 
bur thet the eftablithing of the Peace was of advantage tothe Kin ; 
dum, tor the Calamitics and Delobstions that attend a Civi] War ae 
cafily wnagined , and elpecally when they are propagated by a Zeal 
for Religioa. There is nothing more wloody, nor more Mercile!s, 


and by conlequence a Kingcom Reat b 
me § oat Larviabty — ant by en! legates Wort this 


The Chief Matter in the Queftion confifts in knowing, whether _ 


the Edict is irrevocable in its own Nature; for nO term rencerys 
a Law Eternal and Immovable,, only by being exprefled in the Lay, 
For there are many things fo evidently uojut, that they 

with them a Character of Nullity ; and if we may fo fay, the 7). 
tle of their Revocation. It is neceflary, that the matter of a Con. 
tract or of an Edit be Clear and Legitimate, in Order to its bei 
firm and unfhaken ; and the Edict comes uncer this Denominats 
for Liberty of Conicieuce is a natural Law; Perfons cannot be 
compelled to Judge contrary to their Realon, tho by Violence 
they may be conftrained as to appearnce ; therefore nothing jg 
more unjult or ialupportable, then enceavouring by force to take 
from Men this inviolabie Prerogative, and to make them Hy 
crites under a pretence of making them relpectrhe Truth, 8B 
conlequence, the Edi¢t that preferves to the subjects their Liber. 
ty which is moft dear to them, and grants them nothing elie; 


but that from the time to come they {houtd be exempttrom cop - 


{traict in Matters of Religion, or as to the Seutiments ol their Con. 
fcience which is bora Free aad Independcut ; Sy conicqueuce, f 
fay, it re-eftublifheth Juitice and the Laws of Nature. “So thatty 
{peak precilely it grants them nothmg. They only renounce the 
iahumane Pafhon of Tyrannizing, and the urjutt cefign of exterm. 
nating them ; for all the recomperce ct their Services, alter fitt 
years Perfecution, ell they obtain‘d was a Freeaom from being tog. 
mented, and to be look‘t upon like the reft of the Subjecis, og] 
enjoying that Liberty thet all Mankind bring into tle World With 
them. It is therefore Manifcft, tuata ike treaty cannot be revok. 
ed, not only without a Violaticn of Faith and the Oaths by which je 
was Confirm‘d ; but ai‘o without anevient abule of ti#® Supream 
Power, which vught nct to be employ‘d in the oppreiling of Con. 
fcience, that not being fubmitted to the Political Authority, ac. 
knowiedges no other Soveraign but God. : 

It cannot be urged, that the Treaties between the King and hig 
Subjects, fu poie lucha Force and Neceffity, as renders the con. 
tract invalid, becaufe the great Lilproporticn between the Cone 
tracters, permits not the Oouugation to be cqual on both fides; 
for the diftance there is betwen the King and ins Subjetts cannot 
make void the Fidelity of the Treaties, nor can it di!pence the 
Prince trom the ob'erving thole Reciprocal Conditions to which 
he has enzaged himfelf. For Faith equelly obliges all men, how. 
focver Fortu:.e or Birth may have made them cifer os to their Ste 
tions. The Author adds a Muititude of Co.ficerations, which 
woud be unpuifidle to give inthis lho account; we hive there. 
tore only juit toucht vpea the Princip es of Toeration, they being 
the molt oid Foundation tor the Ecit, cud the moll decitlive Re 
fons tor the defending its Stabiuty. 

The Author goes on in obierving, that the Relorm‘d began ts 
be very fenfible, that rhe Publick Faith wis too weak a Fence w 
ga uft the extravagant hatied of the Cathoiicks. And ut che fame 
time there wasa Cabal at the Court, whica was animated by the 
Spanifh Council, om every occafion they ifpired into the King, the 
detign of deftroying the Protettants, tho che Intention of the Sja- 
niards was not abjolutcly to ruine the whole Party, but only to 
employ the Kings Thon htsabout them, that by that Crait the 
right divert him from themlelves ; ca the one fide they veriiees 
ded the King that the Retorm‘d defigaed to torm themleélves into 
a Republick, and that rhey had foicited the Spuniards to afilt 
them. Andon the other fide they periwaded the Retorm‘d that 
the Court was fecretly a Plotting their Ruine. But their Politicks 
had no great Succefs, tor their Artifices were dilcover‘d on both 
fides : And it only colt the King jome detering Words to quiet the 
moft fafpicious amongit the Reformed Party. . 

Yet notwithitancing el! their Demorttrations of Confiderce, the 
continued their Political Aflembiies, to aveid being overtahen td 
an Imprudent Security ; and to thew they had not fo much Com 
plaifacce for the Court. They brovght up again the queltion of 
Antichrift in the Synod of Gap; andthe Minifters publckly de. 
clar‘c, that Title belonged te the Pope, aad applyed ayy 

iol | Pe, pplyed co him all the 
CharaGers given thereot ia the Uspocaly pf. They beean likewi! 
to foretell the tall of Labiley near, he that was the hotteft me 
was Ferrier, who loon iut-tusted the Pecple by the leat of hi on 
per, and good Opieion he had gained: Tus‘ at the Bo a +" 
was but of an Ambitious aad Factious Tempe: tb sy 
ous boldly to cagige in {uch an’Aflair. 
ty of wit, and {trong Imagiaatiog, and {poke with fuch an Impe- 
rious aud Vehement Tone, us wou'd icarcely pe:mit bis Audi 
contradict him. And thus the Multitude were bie ‘db Wg ‘fe 
Quificatioas. Alterwards an Article was received a teen’ 
which declared the seb id amongit them 
the Pope to be Anticheift, the Son of Perdition, 
and the Sca:le Wher hic Ly Me Bog 
be Sea: vere. At whichthe Pope his Holineis was greate 
ly ofende’, asthe King few‘d his Refentment ot jt. He come 
plained thut after having overcome fo man obitac! d with 
pesca a. Contraci¢tions of the Ca Pholicks, a 008 
ity i out » ¢€ arn, 
ecrity» that they third make fy ‘outragiouse Decca 

hy a: se pporter of Antichrift. And told them ‘twas 
very Imprudently cone at that time to invent a N ic] 
which had never beea thought of under his Prede fo ae 
which perhaps might anew iafpire the Pope cen his age 
his anger fought to be revenged on him b AO net wpe 4 
licks wh 3 , me y ttirring up the Catho- 
ick, who were too ready to take Fire. This ft 
the Lite of Hen. IV. ia 1620. The oth 1 Sebermee ren . @ 
lumes cootaia a tull account of the PE r‘ . se ppeaper sy poe 

: . ‘ SECUTIONS of the 
French Proteftants trom 1610, d é , 
m 1610, downto this prefent Time. 


de 


» and very injudici- 
But lie hada great vivaci- 


Advertifement. 
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